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Simple Inductive

Topic:
Compassion

Main Idea:
Make people your highest priority in life (Give people priority over things)

Subject:
Imitate God’ compassion 

Complement:
by making people the highest priority in your life—not tasks or things

Purpose:
Listeners will choose compassion for people rather than things in a specific area.

Introduction

1. In June 1991 a 70 year-old Chinese man hit by a car on East Coast Road lay in the street, his life hanging in the balance.  The owner of the car was relieved to find a doctor at his clinic just a short distance away.  When the doctor was begged to try to save the man’s life, he replied that he was too busy, didn’t have the right equipment, and needed the victim’s approval or his family’s approval before he would treat him.  The doctor never tried to see the old man, who died five hours later.

2. I was shocked to read this account in the newspaper.  How could anyone be so unfeeling?  Especially one who gave himself to the so-called “people profession”—“helping profession”?  Could his mundane tasks really be more important than a person—a person’s very life!?

3. Yet such an incident is all too common.  We live in a fast-paced, task-oriented society.  

a) “Get as many people in the workplace as possible!”—even mothers of small children.  What did The Straits Times call mothers who stay home to raise their children?  Such women were called “economically unproductive mothers.”

b) “Keep up on all your work!”—your job, school assignments, ministry projects—so that making people priority becomes a real task in itself!  In this vein I remember Evan telling me that he recently received 1000 emails daily!

4. The pressures of life move compassion for others way down on our priorities list.

a) Sometimes I’m so overwhelmed with tasks I ask my wife, “Honey, who was it that died recently?  It seems that some has, but I can’t remember who it was.”

b) Don’t you find it tough to find time to visit the sick?

c) How about people who visit your home?  Even relatives?  I’ve heard that fish and relatives both have one thing in common—after three days they both begin to stink!  But doesn’t that kind of attitude betray our lack of compassion on people so that task always takes priority over people?

5. Today we will take a look at a biblical character that had the same unfeeling attitude as the East Coast doctor.  As we do so I believe that God has something to say to us about how we can show compassion on others (subject).

6. Please turn with me to the book of Jonah. Let’s take a brief look at the first three chapters before getting into chapter 4 today. 

a) In chapter 1 God calls Jonah to preach against a wicked city called Nineveh—known for its arrogant cruelty.  Whereas this city is northeast, Jonah says, “I think God said, ‘Go west, young man, go west.’”  So he heads in the opposite direction to Tarshish, modern day Spain, but God sends a storm which results in Jonah feeling “down in the mouth.”

b) Chapter 2 shows Jonah as seafood, but in the darkness of the fish stomach he sees the light—God loves Nineveh, so Jonah says he will go and the fish spits him out.

c) The call is reissued in chapter 3, Jonah goes, and whoa!  The greatest revival in the entire Old Testament occurs as all of Nineveh turns to the Lord. 

d) So we go from “Go! No!” leading to “So Row! & Lo!” then “Go! Yo!” leading to “Whoa!” at Nineveh’s repentance and now to chapter 4 that I call “Oh, No!”

7. Why? In chapter 4 we have a “prophet priorities problem.”  Verses 1 to 9 show how…

I.
Jonah got uptight about things and forgot about people (4:1-9).


[Jonah wanted to be comfortable—not to be a comforter.]

A. God’s concern was for NinevitesNineveh, but their salvation made Jonah angry (4:1-4).

1. Jonah’s theology about God is correct—and I think 4:2 is the key verse of the book.  

2. Most of us fear failure, but Jonah feared success!  He feared that the Ninevites might repent—and they did!  But why was he angry?  He wanted the people judged!

3. If you relate to Jonah, you can relate to this prayer [read slide].  Jonah was powerless.

4. So here’s his second suicide request—the first was to be thrown into the sea (1:12).

5. He who declared God’s mercy in chapter 2 now deplores it in chapter 4.  Why?  It’s an issue of, “God have mercy on me—but not on them!”  

(So God’s concern was for Nineveh, but in verses 5-9…)

B. Jonah’s concern was for a plant vine, so its destruction made him angry (4:5-9).  

1. Insert during reading: 

a) Why did he sit on the east side of the city?  The text doesn’t say, but I have my own theory.  He still hoped that God’s judgment would flare from Israel and he didn’t want to be in the way!

b) He knew how to make shelters since he did this once a year for the Feast of Booths when Israelites lived for a whole week in a small shelter outside their homes…I wonder how long he planned on staying there—forty days like in 3:4?

c) Some think this is a castor oil plant that grows 8 feet in five months, but this is a miraculous one that grew in but a few minutes or hours.

d) There’s a word play here because it literally says, “The worm attacked the plant and the sun attacked Jonah.”  What a turn of events…

2. In chapter 1 before Nineveh repents Jonah’s message is…


“Nineveh’s bad and God’s mad!


You better turn or you’re gonna burn!”

3. 
Now in chapter 4 after Nineveh repents we see that…



“God’s glad and Jonah’s mad!


Nineveh’s turned but Jonah’s burned” (burning with anger and in the sun)


(And why is Jonah burning mad?  Because in verses 1-9 he got uptight about things and forgot about people.  Now we come to the climax of the Book of Jonah in the final two verses—which actually summarizes the message of the Book as well as of chapter 4.  This message is to…)

II. Make people priority over things (4:10-11). = Main Idea


[We should be “people people” rather than “things people.”] 

A. We, like Jonah, are often more concerned about things than people (4:10).

1. Actually, we don’t try to be concerned for earthly things—we just try to be concerned for everything all at once.

a) Years ago the Ed Sullivan show in the US had an episode of a man who was really experienced at spinning plates.  He had a table with ten sticks poking up and started spinning a plate on the first stick.  Once it was going, he moved to the second stick and got a plate going there.  Down the line he went until the tenth stick had a plate spinning.  Of course, along the line while getting plate #7 going, plate #2 began to wobble, so he had to jump back and give it another spin.  He concluded his act with picking up all the plates and walking off stage.

b) That reminds me of my life!  While in my senior year of high school I learned how to spin many plates.  I had 14 ministries that I had at least a weekly commitment to—and 7 of these were music groups—marching band, jazz band, symphonic band, church band, barbershop quartet, school choir, church choir.

c) Later I got married—a wonderful “plate” of blessings but yet another plate to spin.  Then, three years later, God blessed us with a little “saucer”!  Eventually we had three saucers that grew into platters—and how do you spin a platter?

d) Can you relate?  Maybe due to urban living?  A Houston engineer I know got so burnt out that he sold everything and bought a chicken farm out in the sticks of Texas.  But guess what?  Those 45,000 chickens needed food, water, and shelter!

2. Jonah was not spinning plates here, though.

a) He was actually enjoying the blessings of God’s goodness.  The Lord pointed out that he neither planted nor cared for this plant.

b) I guess we also can get used to God’s goodness and resent it when he takes something away—as if we deserved this blessing.

3. When will we just be satisfied with what God has given so that people can really be our priority?  [Singaporean with people priority]

a) A Singaporean student of mine had a friend who was offered a raise at her firm.  She would have to add evenings and Sundays to her busy schedule, but the benefit would be $10,000 month salary—plus a $50,000 annual bonus and a car.

b) What would you do in such a situation?  This courageous woman told her boss, “Sorry, but I can’t accept this.  I have people who need me at church and home.”

4. I’ve shared this before to you all, but it is worth repeating—there are only three things that will outlast this life—only three eternal things: God, God’s Word, and people.

B. We need to be like God, who is always more concerned about people than things (4:11).

1. God looked at Nineveh in a totally different way than Jonah.

a) Jonah saw 120,000 people to judge; God saw 120,000 people to save.

b) Jonah thought they knew full well that they were barbaric, but God saw them as not really knowing right and wrong.

c) Jonah could have cared less for their cattle, but God felt compassion on these innocent animals that the Ninevites had clothed in sackcloth!

2. How can you have God’s compassion for people?

a) Your time—keep an open door for conversation.  Are you available when someone wants to talk?  Or do the numerous tasks get in the way?  As I prepared this message, a neighbor came over six nights in a row to talk about difficulties he’s having with his son.  So many times I wanted to say, “Hey, I can’t afford this much time with you.  I have to go prepare a message on giving people priority!”

b) Your money—is it invested in things or people?  Do you give God your first fruits or your leftovers after you spend money on yourself?

c) Your view—how do you see people?  We often see people’s attractiveness, social status, or race.  But I encourage you to see people not for what they are now, but what they will become after death—see that person as radiant, happy, eternally blessed in a place beyond imagination, or see the person as despondent, wretched, eternally suffering among flames.  Take every chance to share the gospel.  

d) Your ear—To see if you are compassionate, ask the person closest to you, “Am I a person of compassion?”  Ask him or her right now if he or she is right next to you.  Look for a nod and then the other person can ask the same question of you.  If you’re afraid to ask the question, you already know the answer.

3. Basically, when people are priority with us, we share our lives with them.  In fact, “If you don’t share, then you don’t care.”

(So what is God telling us through Jonah? [Read slide]  Put more simply…) 

Conclusion
1. Make people your highest priority in life (Main Idea).  People are God’s first concern—so people should be our first concern.  Imitate God’s compassion for people by considering people as more important than things.

2. Do you need to let some plates break?

3. “The Lifesaving Station”

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there once was a life-saving station.  The building was just a hut, but the devoted members went daily out to sea and saved many persons who otherwise would have drowned.  As more people were saved, more crews were trained, and more lives saved.  The little life-saving station grew.

However, some of those saved years before became concerned that the building was inadequately supplied.  So they threw away the cots and bought beds, feeling that those saved from the sea should have a more comfortable place.  Soon the building became very lavishly furnished and the members used it as sort or a club.  Fewer members were interested in going out on life-saving missions so crews were hired to do this work.  Yet there still was a liturgical lifeboat in the meeting room where the club’s meetings were held.

Soon after this, a large ship was wrecked on their coast.  The hired crews brought boatloads of people into the building.  They were wet, half-drowned, and had different colored skin.  The club was in chaos, as this hindered the normal social life of the club, so the property committee immediately had a shabby building built outside rather than letting these people into their beautiful building.

At the next meeting there was a split in the membership.  Most of the members wanted to stop life-saving activities altogether, as this was a hindrance to the club’s activities. Others insisted that they were still called a life-saving station, but they were voted down and told that if they wanted to save the kinds of people ship-wrecked in those waters, they should begin their own life-saving station down the coast.  They did.

History continued to repeat itself.  The new station soon evolved into a club, and yet another life-saving station was formed.  Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown.

4. Let’s bow in prayer.  But before we pray, honestly consider two questions:

a) Do others know you as compassionate—a “people person”?  Why or why not?

b) What concern in your life hinders your concern for people?  Studies?  Perfectionism?  A hobby that gobbles all your time?  Not being able to say “no” to non-people-oriented tasks?

5. “Father, thank you for setting the example in your compassion on us.  But help us to follow well in this area.  May our comfort of persons be more important than our personal comforts.  Show us how temporal things of this world really are—and how eternal people are—those for whom your Son died.  In His precious name, Amen.”

6. Optional Thought Questions on Jonah 4

a) What parallels do you see between your life and Jonah 4?
b) What causes Christians—especially older ones—to lose their compassion for the lost?
c) What practices have you found helpful to maintain your compassion for unbelievers?
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Topic:
Compassion

Main Idea:
Make people your highest priority in life (Give people priority over things)

Subject:
Imitate God’ compassion 

Complement:
by making people the highest priority in your life—not tasks or things

Purpose:
Listeners will choose compassion for people rather than things in a specific area.

Introduction

1.
In June 1991 a 70 year old Chinese man was hit by a car in Singapore’s East Coast area.  The owner of the car was relieved to find a doctor at his clinic just a short distance away.  When the doctor was begged to try to save the man’s life, he replied that he was too busy, didn’t have the right equipment, and needed the victim’s approval or his family’s approval before he would treat him.  The doctor never tried to see the old man, who died five hours later.

2.
I was shocked to read this account in the newspaper.  How could anyone be so unfeeling?  Especially one who gave himself to the so-called “people profession”—“helping profession”?  Could his mundane tasks really be more important than a person—a person’s very life!?

3.
Yet such an incident is all too common.  You and I live in a fast-paced, task-oriented society.  

a.
“Get as many people in the workplace as possible!”—even mothers of small children.

b.
“Keep up on all your work!”—assignments, campus duties, ministry—so that making people priority becomes a real task in itself!

c.
The pressures of life move compassion for others way down on our priorities list.

4.
This morning we will take a look at a biblical character who had the same unfeeling attitude as the East Coast doctor.  As we do so I believe that God has something to say to us about how we can have compassion on others (subject).

5.
First we’ll see how a prophet got uptight about things and forgot about people.  This might be called a “prophet priorities problem” and it is seen in the first nine verses of Jonah 4.  The final chapter of the prophecy of Jonah.   Please turn with me to Jonah, chapter 4 to see how…

I.
Jonah got uptight about things and forgot about people (4:1-9).


[Jonah wanted to be comfortable—not to be a comforter.]

A.
God’s concern was for Nineveh, but its salvation made Jonah angry (4:1-4).

1.
Most of us fear failure, but Jonah feared success!  He feared that the Ninevites might repent—and they did!  But why was he angry?  He wanted the people judged!

2.
But God cared about the Ninevites.  And like God, Hudson Taylor was a man who had compassion on lost people too [Taylor, A Retrospect, 85-87, in Evangelism notes, p. 18].

B.
Jonah’s concern was for a vine, so its destruction made him angry (4:5-9). 

1.
In chapter 1 before Nineveh repented Jonah’s message was…


“Nineveh, you’re bad and God is mad!


You better turn or you’re gonna burn!”

2.
Now in chapter 4 after Nineveh repented we see that…


“God’s glad and Jonah’s mad!


Nineveh’s turned but Jonah’s burned” (with anger and in the sun)

(And why is Jonah burning mad?  Because in verses 1-9 he got uptight about things and forgot about people.  Now we come to the climax of the Book of Jonah in the final verse—which actually summarizes the message of the Book as well as of chapter 4.  This message is to…)

II. Make people priority over things (4:10-11).


[We should be “people people” rather than “things people.”] 

A.
We, like Jonah, are often more concerned about things than people (4:10).

1.
Actually, we don’t try to be concerned for earthly things—we just try to be concerned for everything all at once (PRIORITIES balancing is difficult—Ed Sullivan plate man)

2.
We are crazy about “upgrading” everything—like “upgrading” our…

a.
Clothes

b.
House

c.
Ministry position

d.
Wife (PRIORITIES marriage): Marriage-minded man wants wife with tractor…

e.
Skills (PRIORITIES death rearranges): “When I saw it, those three-foot putts…”

B.
God, unlike us, is always more concerned about people than things (4:11).

1.
How can we have God’s compassion for people?

a.
Keep an open door for conversation.  Are you available when someone wants to talk?  Or do the numerous tasks get in the way?  One model for me here is the dean of my department.  His door is always open—to students and lecturers alike.  I have never felt like I was intruding into his office.

b.
Make meeting the needs of your fellow students and family priority over your studies.  Years ago I told my students, “I’ll let you turn in any assignment late if your tell me that’s why you were late, OK?”  But no one took me up on it!

c.
Take every opportunity to share the gospel.  One theological student made lost people his chief concern.  At the end of four years of studies he sponsored a banquet of over 75 people, all of whom he had led to Christ during his studies.

2.
When people are priority with us, we share our lives with them.  In fact, “If you don’t share, then you don’t care.”

(So what is God telling us through Jonah?) 

Conclusion
M.I.1.
Make people your highest priority in life.  People are God’s first concern—so people should be our first concern.  Imitate God’s compassion for people by considering people as more important than things.

2.
Do you need to let some plates break?

3.
“The Lifesaving Station”:

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there once was a life-saving station.  The building was just a hut, but the devoted members went daily out to sea and saved many persons who otherwise would have drowned.  As more people were saved, more crews were trained, and more lives saved.  The little life-saving station grew.

However, some of those saved years before became concerned that the building was inadequately supplied.  So they threw away the cots and bought beds, feeling that those saved from the sea should have a more comfortable place.  Soon the building became very lavishly furnished and the members used it as sort or a club.  Fewer members were interested in going out on life-saving missions so crews were hired to do this work.  Yet there still was a liturgical lifeboat in the meeting room where the club’s meetings were held.

Soon after this, a large ship was wrecked on their coast.  The hired crews brought boat loads of people into the building.  They were wet, half-drowned, and had different colored skin.  The club was in chaos, as this hindered the normal social life of the club, so the property committee immediately had shabby building built outside rather than letting these people into their beautiful building.

At the next meeting there was a s-lit in the membership.  Most of the members wanted to stop life-saving activities altogether, as this was a hindrance to the club’s activities. Others insisted that they were still called a life-saving station, but they were voted down and told that if they wanted to save the kinds of people ship-wrecked in those waters, they should begin there own life-saving station down the coast.  They did.

History continued to repeat itself.  The new station soon evolved into a club, and yet another life-saving station was formed.  Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown.

4.
Let’s bow in prayer.  But before we pray, honestly consider two questions:

a.
Do others know you as a person of compassion—a “people person”?  Why or why not?

b.
What concern in your life hinders your concern for people?  Studies?  Perfectionism?  Not being able to say “no” to non-people-oriented tasks?

5.
“Father, thank you for setting the example in your compassion for us.  But please help us to be good followers in this area.  May our comfort of persons be more important than our personal comforts.  Show us how temporal things of this world really are—and how eternal people are—those for whom your Son died.  In His precious name, Amen.” 

Hudson Taylor, A Retrospect, 85-87, in Evangelism notes, p. 18:

Among the passengers on board the boat was one intelligent man, who in the course of his travels had been a good deal abroad, and had even visited England, where he went by the name of Peter.  As might be expected he had heard something of the Gospel, but had never experienced its saving power.  On the previous evening I had drawn him into earnest conversation about his soul’s salvation.  The man listened with attention, and was even moved to tears, but still no definite result was apparent.  I was pleased, therefore, when he asked … to accompany me, and to hear me preach.

I went into the cabin of the boat to prepare tracts and books for distribution on landing with my Chinese friend, when suddenly I was startled by a splash and cry…  I sprang on deck and took in the situation at a glance.  Peter was gone!  The other men were all there, on board, looking helplessly at the spot where he had disappeared, but making no effort to save him.  A strong wind was carrying the junk rapidly forward in spite of a steady current in the opposite direction, and the low-lying shrubless shore afforded no landmark to indicate how far we had left the drowning man behind. 

I instantly let down the sail and leapt overboard in the hope of finding him.  Unsuccessful, I looked around in agonizing suspense, and saw close to me a fishing-boat with a peculiar drag-net furnished with hooks, which I knew would bring him up.

“Come!” I cried, as hope revived in my heart.  “Come and drag over this spot directly; a man is drowning just here!”

“Veh bin” (It is not convenient), was the unfeeling answer.

“Don’t talk of convenience!”  I cried in an agony; “a man is drowning I tell you!”

“We are busy fishing,” they responded, “and cannot come.”

“Never mind your fishing,” I said, “I will give you more money than many a day’s fishing will bring; only come—come at once!”

“How much money will you give us?”

“We cannot stay to discuss that now!  Come, or it will be too late.  I will give you five dollars.”

“We won’t do it for that,” replied the men. “give us twenty dollars, and we will drag.”

“I do not possess so much; do come quickly, and I will give you all I have!”

“How much may that be?”

“I don’t know exactly, about fourteen dollars.”

At last, but even then slowly enough, the boat was paddled over, and the net let down.  Less than a minute sufficed to bring up the body of the missing man.  The fisherman were clamorous and indignant because their exorbitant demand was delayed while efforts at resuscitation were being made.  But all was in vain—life was extinct.

To myself this incident was profoundly sad and full of significance, suggesting a far more mournful reality.  Were not those fishermen actually guilty of this poor Chinaman’s death, in that they had the means of saving him at hand, if they would have but used them?  Assuredly they were guilty.  And yet, let us pause [before] we pronounce judgment against them lest a greater than Nathan answer, “Thou art the man.”  Is it so hard-hearted, so wicked a thing to neglect to save the body?  [Isn’t he much worse who leaves the soul to perish, and like Cain says], “Am I my brother's keeper?”  The Lord Jesus commands, commands me, commands you, my brother, and you, my sister. “Go,” says He, “go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  Shall we say to Him, “No, it is not convenient”? shall we tell Him that we are busy fishing and cannot go? that we have bought a piece of ground and cannot go? that we have purchased five yoke of oxen, or married, or are engaged in other and more interesting pursuits, and cannot go?  [Before] long “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body.”  Let us remember, let us pray for, let us labour for the unevangelised Chinese; or we shall sin against our own souls.

Miscellaneous Illustrations

I.
God turns events to show you His compassion for people (ch. 1).

II. Thank God for His compassion on you despite your sin (ch. 2).

III. Share God’s message since people are responsive (ch. 3).

IV. Show greater compassion for people than for things (ch. 4).

7. We are crazy about “upgrading” everything—like “upgrading” our…

a) Car

b) Flat

c) Job

d) Wife (PRIORITIES marriage)

e) Skills (PRIORITIES death rearranges)

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: 

Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject or CPS: 

4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.


II.


III.


Conclusion

1.  (MI/CPS).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
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